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Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club News 

Editorial Preview Gallery 

Diary Dates 
As always, there are happenings within and around our 

club circle. This quarter has had a lot of cheer, but some 

sadness too. (See page 4). 

Now that the busy 'Rockarama' festivities are over for 

this year, we have had the opportunity to play with 

some toys purchased at the event; metal detectors. So 

far, I have participated in my first two metal detecting 

field trips ever, and I must say they have been fun and 

rewarding. There is in fact, an emerging interest in 

metal detecting amongst members, so we may see more 

fieldtrips and more participants in the months to come. 

(See pages 7, 8, and 9). 

 
Maurice, Kym, Kym, Terry, and Janet. 

Over an extended weekend (Friday 31st July to Monday 

3rd August, 2015) Riverland Gem and Mineral Club 

and Murraylands Gem and Mineral Club got together at 

Palmer for a long weekend group workshop and social 

get together. (See Doug's report and photo gallery; 

pages 10 and 11.). 

The club celebrated a belated 20th Birthday Party in the 

afternoon of Sunday 16th August, 2015. (See page 11). 

 
Inaugural members who are still members of the club (standing from the left) Kym 

Loechel, Teresa Geister, Rubein Geister, Don Lymn, and Dean Nelson. 

Out and About: Janet and Mel went on two short 

excursions during this quarter: first to Canberra for the 
'6029 Southern Winter Steam Safari', 5th - 8th June, 2015. (See 

pages 5, 6, and 7.); and second to the South West of Western 

Australia to Cowaramup (Cow Town) for family festivities and 
Margaret River district boutique beer and wine indulgence, 

30th July to 4th August, 2015. (See page 12 and 13). 

Regards, Mel Jones. 

 
A trophy for 90 years and an innovative nature. 

 
Mineral Cabinet upgrade completed - Thanks to Kym Loechel. 

 
6029 Southern Winter Steam Safari 5-8JUN 

 
That looks wet and cold - Is it worth a few specks of gold. 

2015 

5th & 6th Sept., 2015. 
Mildura Gem and Mineral Club 
Show, Sunraysia Masonic Centre, 

Irymple, VIC. 

12th & 13th Sept, 2015. 
The Bendigo Gem & Mineral 

Club Expo, Nuvo Hall Baptist 

Church, Mc Ivor Hwy, Junortoun, 
Bendigo, VIC. Saturday: 10am-

5pm. Sunday 10am-4pm. 

18th - 20th Sept, 2015. 

Burra - Worlds End Fieldtrip 

Fossicking, Gold Panning, Metal 

Detecting, and Site Seeing. Burra 
Gorge Campsite - self-sufficient 

camping (only facility is long drop 

toilet). Bring own food, water, 
shelter, and some wood suitable 

for a communal camp fire. 

Contact the Field Officer, Kym 
Loechel (0427 054 336), for 

further details. 

10th & 11th Oct., 2015. 
Adelaide Gem and Mineral Club 

Show, Payneham Library 

Complex, cnr Turner Street and 
O.G. Road, Felixstowe, SA. 

Saturday: 10.00am - 5.00pm. 

Sunday: 10.00am - 4.00pm. 

7th & 8th Nov., 2015. Southern 

Rockhounds, Mineral and Craft 
Fair 2015, 17 Gerald Court, 

Christie Downs, SA. 

10am - 4pm. 

23rd & 24th January, 2016. 

(Australia Day Long Weekend) 

Riverland Gem and Mineral Club 
Show and Sales, Berri Town hall, 

Berri, SA. 

Saturday: 9.00am - 4.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am - 3.00pm. 

In this edition… 

Editorial and Diary Dates – page 1. 

Competition details – page 2. 

Mineral Matters – page 3. 

Members’ personal events – page 4. 

Members’ Out and About – pages 5, 

6, 7, 12 and 13. 

Field Trips and Workshops – pages 

7, 8, 9, 10 and 11. 

Club 20th Birthday – page 11. 

Extracts from Jeff's Fossil Journal – 

pages 14 and 15. 

Members’ Notice Board – page 16. 

The Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Inc. is not and cannot be held 

responsible or liable for any personal injuries, loss or damage to property at any 

meeting, fieldtrip or activity organised by or on behalf of the club. 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 



Competition Reports and 2015 Competition Schedule. 

Competition Results 

June 10th 2015 

Minerals: 

Juniors 

No entry. 

Novice 

1st Courtney. T. 

Open 

1st Angie R. 

2nd Tahlia. L. 

3rd Angie. R. 

Micromounts 

No entry. 

Fossils: 

1st Courtney. T. 

2nd Angie. R. 

Field trip: 

No entry. 

Metal detecting: 

1st Kym. L. 

2nd Kym. L. 

3rd Kym. L. 

Novelty: 

1st Tahlia. L. 

2nd Angie. R. 

3rd Courtney. T. 

Brag Corner: 

1st Angie. R. 

 

 

Competition Results 

July 8th 2015 

Minerals: 

Juniors 

No entry. 

Novice 

1st Courtney. T. 

Open 

1st Angie. R. 

Micromounts 

No entry. 

Fossils: 

1st Angie. R. 

2nd Courtney. T. 

Field trip: 

1st Maurice. B. 

2nd June. M. 

3rd David. R. 

Metal detecting: 

1st Maurice. B. 

Novelty: 

1st Courtney. T. 

2nd Angie. R. 

3rd Angie. R. 

Brag Corner: 

No entry. 
 

Competition Results 

August 12th 2015 

Minerals: 

Juniors - no entries. 

Novice 

1st Courtney. 

2nd June. 

Open - 1st Angie 

Micromounts - no entries. 

Fossils: 

1st Angie 

2nd Courtney. 

2nd June. 

Field trip: 

No entries. 

Metal detecting: 

No entries. 

Novelty: 

1st June. 

2nd Courtney. 

3rd Angie. 

Brag Corner: 

1st Angie. 

MGMC Competition Schedule 2015 

Open: 2 specimens, Novice: 1 specimen, Junior: 1 specimen. Micromount: 2 specimens 

Fossil, Novelty and Field Trip: 1 article or specimen unless stated otherwise. 
Native Element: Gold, Copper, Silver, Bismuth, Sulphur. Calcite Group: Calcite, Magnesite, Rhodocrosite, Siderite, Smithsonite. 

Month Minerals Micromounts Fossils Novelty Metal Detecting 

January Overseas Mineral As mineral Any Fossil Souvenir 2 Foreign Coins 

February Native Element As mineral Any Fossil Stone Carving 
A Sterling Silver 

Pendant 

March Double Terminated XL As mineral Any Fossil Egg Cup 2 Bottle Tops 

April Copper Minerals As mineral Any Fossil Bracelet An Article of Gold 

May Broken Hill Minerals As mineral Any Fossil Pair of Knitting Needles 
Dog Registration 

Disc - Oldest 

June Craft Fair Best Buy As mineral Any Fossil Jewellery or Cabochon 
Article found in Metal 

Detecting Competition 

July Fluorite As mineral Any Fossil An Old Tin 
Most Unusual Item 

Found 

August Quartz var. Smoky As mineral Any Fossil Model Car 
Article Found 

Interstate 

September Calcite Group As mineral Any Fossil An Old Bank Note 
3 Australian Half 

Pennies 

October No competition a/c AGM - - - - 

November Favourite Specimen As mineral Any Fossil A Candle 
Article Made 

of Lead 

December No competition a/c X-mas - - - - 

*** 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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Mineral Matters - South Australia 

Contributed by Douglas Walker (TTGGMC)... 

Article extracted from Mesa Journal 2 July 1996 

Gemstones - South Australian chrysoprase 

Chrysoprase is a cryptocrystalline variety of quartz 

(chalcedony) coloured green by small amounts of 

nickel (1—3%). The best quality material is a rich 

'apple' green, homogeneous, translucent 

chalcedony which resembles and is used as a 

simulant for the rare and highly prized Imperial 

Green Jadeite. In the Asian market, chrysoprase is 

in great demand for jewellery and is known in the 

trade as 'Australian Jade'. It can demand prices of 

$500 - $1,000/kg for selected green translucent 

material. 

Australia provides almost the entire world 

production of chrysoprase, predominantly from 

Queensland (Krosch, 1990) and Western Australia, 

but with some from South Australia. All the 

production from mines at Marlborough in 

Queensland is sent to Hong Kong for processing 

into carvings and jewellery and is marketed from 

there. Production from Marlborough since mining 

began in 1963 has yielded over $5 million of rough 

chrysoprase. In excess of 300 tonnes was produced 

from 1977 to 1993 and current production rates 

can be sustained for 20 years. Several chrysoprase 

deposits occur in Western Australia, the best 

known being Wingellina, just over the border from 

Mount Davies. Recorded production from Western 

Australia was 120 tonnes during the late 1960s and 

early 1970s. A relatively new producer is the 

Gembank Group which worked a deposit in the 

Yerilla district south of Leonora during 1992 - 95; 

production averaged ~ 100 tonnes / year (Jones, 

1994). 

Chrysoprase near Mount Davies 

MESA geologists visited Pipalyatjara (Mount 

Davies) in the far northwest of the State in April 

1994 to review the six previously mapped 

chrysoprase deposits described by Conor (1979), 

and were shown several other occurrences by 

Aboriginal elders. Mount Davies has produced 

chrysoprase since the early 1960s but in lesser 

quantities than Queensland and Western Australia. 

Production during 1967- 69 was 2.5 tonnes but has 

not been recorded since, although there are 

unsubstantiated reports of chrysoprase coming 

from the area during 1975 - 78 and intermittently 

thereafter. These suggest that up to 20 tonnes have 

been mined predominantly from three of the 

deposits, with small amounts scraped from near 

surface at two others (Conor, 1979). Reserves at 

the many deposits are likewise unknown, but a 

drillhole to 200 metres near one deposit 

encountered sporadic chrysoprase to that depth. 

 

Geology 

Many of Mount Davies deposits were worked 

initially by hand burrowing into the softer 

calcareous and magnesitic clays and soils below 

the harder jasper and silcrete capping. They were 

described by Miller (1966) as occurring in 

lateritic weathering profiles of ultrabasic 

pyroxenites and nickeliferous olivine norites 

associated with jasper, magnesite, and serpentine. 

The common factor with all of the Australian 

chrysoprase deposits is that they associated with 

ultrabasic igneous rocks containing olivine. 

Olivine is magnesium-iron silicate, but more 

importantly, contains trace amounts of nickel. On 

weathering, these rocks produce magnesite and 

silica which is available for secondary deposition 

as chalcedony. Nickel became concentrated in 

the soil profile in and adjacent to the igneous 

rocks and as such was the target for exploration 

in all three chrysoprase-producing States during 

the 1960s. As the secondary deposits of 

chalcedony were formed in Tertiary times, nickel 

released from weathering was incorporated in the 

silica, producing veins of chrysoprase. 

Consequently, several of the areas previously 

explored for nickel have provided drillhole 

information on chrysoprase deposits currently 

being mined. 

Current Exploration 

Yapan leases 

Two mineral leases in the Yapan near the 

Northern Territory border have been worked by 

open cut to depths of 10 - 15 metres. Chrysoprase 

of varying quality has been mined in both, but 

quantities are not known. 

Pipalyatiara lease 

Five mineral claims have been taken up by 

Pipalyatjara Mining Enterprises. After 

discussions with MESA, applications for 

conversion of one claim at a time to a mineral 

lease commencing in the area considered to have 

the best potential and be environ-mentally 

acceptable have been lodged. ML 5951 was 

granted in February 1996. Exploration trenching 

in late 1995 and early 1996 provided good, 

saleable chrysoprase which was stockpiled on 

site while awaiting official notification of the 

lease being granted. Chrysoprase and chalcedony 

observed in 1994 and during trenching in 1995 

occurred as homogeneous, translucent white to 

pale green seam material up to 30 mm thick. 

Reports from elders that a 5 metres trench at this 

locality previously intersected good quality 

darker green chrysoprase encouraged this site to 

be selected for mining.  

An open cut worked from February through to 

May has revealed a 0.1 - 0.5 metres wide, near-

vertical vein of chrysoprase associated with a 

fault zone. This has yielded almost 10 tonnes of 

good quality carving grade, opaque chrysoprase, 

which was also found in two other trenches ~ 10 

and 20 metres from the open cut. The vein has 

been followed to a depth of 25 metres and shows 

no indications of thinning. 

 

Examples of Chrysoprase - Location unknown. 

 

 

 

 
Monitoring, mapping and photography are 

planned to record the geology and occurrence 

during mining. Additional data will assist in 

locating other deposits in the Mount Davies area. 

For further information contact Jack Townsend, 

Senior Geologist, Mineral Resources, MESA (ph 

08 274 7692). 

 

This article was given to me in hard copy form. But despite the article being accessible on the 

internet, I chose to scan the hard copy instead. In fact this article was photographed using my 

Windows Phone, Lumia 640 LTE, using a free app called: 'Office Lens'. As a portable scanner 

it is excellent - it will allow photos(scans) to be taken at quite an acute angle to the subject, it 

provides a framed target, and squares off the finished image as though it was taken directly in 

front or above (avoids arm and camera shadow). In addition, the app has Optical Character 

Recognition with 75% - 90% accuracy, which provides editable text. Mel. 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 

Page 3. 



Don Lymn's 90th Birthday Party Saturday 16th May 2015   §§§   Vale Rex Schulz 

Contributed by Theresa Geister... 

Don Lymn's 90th Birthday Party 
Saturday 16th May, 2015 

Pretoria Hotel, Mannum, S.A. 

 
Don wears his badge, 'Aged Perfection', with pride. 

 
Cake decorated with Don's tools to create, and fix. 

 
Sparkling! 

 
A trophy for 90 years and an innovative nature. 

 
90th Birthday 18/5/2015 

 

 
Tahlea and Don. 

 
Don and Jess. 

*** 

Vale Rex Schultz 

There are some people that stay in the 

background, rarely seek accolades, yet always 

did their bit. Rex Schultz was such a man. 

Rex together with his wife Anne, who was the 

light of his life, joined the club many years 

ago, and helped start our silver smithing group 

not to mention, kicked off the faceting as a 

major craft in the club. 

Brad Wilby master facetor learnt all his early 

tricks from Rex. 

At every Rockarama Rex arrived early, helped 

with the breakfasts, and did his bit without 

needing to be asked or told what to do. At 

working Bee’s it was the same Rex would 

always wire in and do whatever he could. 

What I remember most fondly about Rex is 

the love he had for detecting and I can say 

without doubt Rex was the BEST detector 

operator I have ever seen. 

Year after year, Rex won trophy after trophy 

for the most items found. His methodical 

approach to the task of detecting was the 

secret to his success. Rex walked slowly, step 

at a time and rarely missed a thing. If Rex had 

detected an area it was a virtual certainty that 

the area had been cleaned out. 

Many times he covered areas that others had 

just detected and found HEAPS of coins, 

rings, and pieces that “the experts” had 

missed. All with a detector that belonged, 

according to some, in a museum! 

When the Murray River was low some years 

ago Rex cleaned up - literally, removed 

hundreds of kilos of Lead from the dry river 

banks not to mention several guns, lots of 

ammunition, and of course dozens of rings and 

pieces of jewellery. 

Some would say it was just luck, but as Rex 

explained many a time, most of his luck was 

BAD! Until he met Ann of course, then he 

reckoned he was the luckiest man alive! 

Possibly the thing I will remember Rex for was 

his helpfulness to others. In the detecting 

competitions, Rex won 'Best & Fairest' at least 

twice by spending heaps of time helping others. 

Rex did this every day. He helped anyone and 

everyone without a second thought; be it 

helping them look after the garden, fixing 

something electrical or just giving a hand. 

Rex had a run of bad health in his last few 

years, but he still carried on as well as he could. 

He was involved in a horrific accident on what 

is one of the worst black spots around Mannum 

and sadly did not survive. 

Rex will be missed by many. I will miss his 

visits across the road, the never ending stories 

about hunting gold, flying and the near misses 

he had over the years.  

The world lost a genuine Gem when Rex 

passed away. Miss you mate! 

Kym Loechel 

 

Rex Schulz 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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Members Out and About - '6029 Southern Winter Steam Safari', 5th - 8th June 2015 (Page 1 of 3) 

Canberra Railway Museum 

6029 Southern Winter Steam Safari 5-8JUN 

WHAT: 5–8 June 2015 Join us for four days of classic 

steam action with the Southern Hemisphere’s largest 

operating locomotive — Beyer-Garratt, 6029. Day 1: 
Canberra–Goulburn Day 2: Goulburn–Junee Day 3: 

Shuttle trips to Wagga & Cootamundra Day 4: Junee–

Canberra Please go to our website for more 
information. 

 

Hi, 

My name is Garry Reynolds. I will be your 

concierge for this exciting initial overnight tour 

with the now famous Beyer-Garratt 6029 City 

of Canberra. 

We will be heading from the National Capital 

and tablelands of New South Wales to the 

undulating South West slopes and Junee and 

Wagga Wagga – let’s just call it Wagga from 

here on like the locals. 

As a keen volunteer, like the other passenger 

service staff on the train, my role will be to help 

ensure that each of our guests has the most 

enjoyable experience possible following their 

own interests. Of course there will also be the 

fun of sharing stories and experiences with 

other guests and our attentive crew.  

While every guest will be able to carve out their 

own experience we will also be offering group 

events and a mix and match of each. 

Our Southern Scenario 

Friday 

After you have settled into your private 

compartment and we leave Canberra Station at 

6.15pm hauled by 6029 and heritage diesel 

4403 we will serve dinner in the first class 

dining car from the former Southern Aurora. 

There will be a bar on board and later a classic 

sixties lounge car to chat amongst new found 

friends. Guests may also choose to spend part of 

their evening in their compartment watching the 

moonlit scenery drift by as it will be a fullish 

moon.  

Arriving at Goulburn at 8.40pm guests will be 

able to enjoy the train’s facilities or sample the 

local hospitality at nearby clubs, hotels and 

cafes.  

Supper will be served at 10.30pm and the train 

will depart at 11.20pm after The City of 

Canberra has been serviced and heritage diesel 

4501 has joined the train from Sydney with 

additional classic carriages.  

Saturday 

Leisurely through the night our long train will 

be gliding through Yass and then stopping at 

Harden for further servicing of our coal and 

water-hungry steam locomotive at 2.22am 

before departing at 4.00am. 

We arrive at Junee at 5.43am after passing 

through Cootamundra. Breakfast will be served 

in the dining car from 6.45am-7.30am. 

Meanwhile, the train will be shunted to the 

roundhouse and a new consist made up of the 

sitting cars to go to Wagga leaving our 

sleeping cars in a siding. 

The excursion sitting car train will depart 

Junee for Wagga at 8.00am and arrive back at 

Junee at 5.12pm. It is approximately 35 

minutes between the two rail centres. 

During the day the train will complete seven 

shuttles of approximately 45 minutes each 

mostly to the outskirts of Wagga at Bowmen 

or on one occasion a similar time to 

Uranquinty from Wagga Station. These are 

designed to give the region’s public the 

opportunity to briefly savour the 6029 

experience. Our guests are free to ride on as 

many shuttles as they like or make their own 

way around the city. 

The train departing for Junee will leave 

Wagga Station at 4.35pm. 

A recommended option 

I would recommend that as these shuttles will 

be repeated in Wagga on Sunday and there are 

several events on in that city that day and not 

Saturday, guests consider spending Saturday 

in Junee. Here guests will be able to visit the 

Roundhouse Museum at any time and at no 

charge but also avail themselves of a free 

vintage bus service to the local attractions 

including the liquorice and chocolate factory, 

the haunted Monte Cristo Mansion and 

Broadway Museum of local history. There is 

an array of hotels, clubs, cafes and bakeries 

available for refreshments during the day. In 

the evening we invite you to be our guest for 

dinner at the Round House Restaurant in the 

Crossing Motel. 

Sunday 

Breakfast is again held from 6.45am-7.30am 

but this time country-style at the Roundhouse. 

Guests are free to remain in Junee should they 

wish. The train will depart for Wagga at 

8.00am and arrive at 8.35pm. Guests are free 

to enjoy shuttles or their own expeditions in 

Wagga. The train will depart Wagga at 

4.35pm and arrive in Junee at 5.12pm. Guests 

have a free evening to choose their own venue 

for dinner. 

A Recommended Option 

Take the train to Wagga and enjoy a 

complimentary city highlights guided tour by 

a chartered bus departing at 9am and returning 

to Wagga Station at 9.55am. Guests can alight 

there or proceed on the bus to the Wagga 

Visitors Centre for complimentary morning 

tea. After this refreshment and time to look at 

the tourist advisory information, I will be 

driving a small concierge bus around the sites 

pointed out in the highlights tour and others 

for guests to spend time enjoying. Some may 

also like to join one of the shuttles in the 

heritage sitting cars. 

The mini-bus will essentially be a hop-on-hop 

off service responding to guests’ preferences. 

It will include a trip out of town  

 

 

to a large veteran and vintage car and bike 

show as well as the National Glass Collection 

at the Regional Gallery, the extensive miniature 

railway, the Botanic Gardens, the Steam and 

Vintage Engine Museum, the Museum of the 

Riverina, and perhaps a local winery and 

brewery. 

After returning to Junee by train, guests will be 

free to explore the town’s eateries, clubs and 

hotels for dinner. 

Monday 

Depart Junee on our return journey at 6.30am 

with breakfast on board from 6.45am-7.30am. 

After passing through Cootamundra we will 

stop for servicing Harden at 8.29am. Guests can 

enjoy a stroll around the CBD area before 

departure at 9.30am. At 10.45am we arrive at 

Yass Junction which is well out of town but 

guests can stroll around the local rural lanes 

while further train servicing occurs. 

We depart at 12.30pm and enjoy lunch on 

board while taking in the scenery we passed 

through in the night on our outward journey. 

We arrive at Goulburn and detach the Sydney-

sourced carriages and 4501 diesel while 

servicing our big steam engine again. Between 

arriving in the city at 2.06pm and departing at 

3.20pm guests are free to explore the 

picturesque historic streetscapes and parks. 

On the homeward stretch we stop to share our 

experiences and afternoon tea at Tarago Loop 

before arriving at Canberra Station at 7pm. 

Questions and suggestions are welcome if you 

would like to call or email me. You may be 

able to help me as well if you could indicate by 

Tuesday midday by email or phone whether 

you wish to attend the complimentary dinner on 

the Saturday evening and the complimentary 

morning tea on the Sunday morning please. 

Best wishes and really look forward to meeting 

you on this ‘first’ with 6029. 

Garry Reynolds 

Train Concierge 

Canberra Railway Museum – Inspiring 

Memories Mob: 0439 825 257 

 

 

'Safari' participants: Janet and Mel. 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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Members Out and About - '6029 Southern Winter Steam Safari', 5th - 8th June 2015 (Page 2 of 3) 

Janet and Mel's '6029 Southern Winter Steam 

Safari', 5th - 8th June, 2015. Continued... 
Friday 5th June 2015 - 7.00pm. 

 
Steam Locomotive Beyer-Garratt 6029 at the head of the 'Safari' train in 

Canberra Railway Station ready for departure on a night journey to 

Junee via Goulburn. (Friday 5th June 2015) 

 
There were 22 paid passengers along with 30 staff in supporting roles 

from catering to train and engine crew. 

 
We were accommodated in sleeping cars (twinettes) at night and catered 

for most meals in the dinning car (reserved table throughout the event) 

and free to relax in the bar car at any time. 

 
The concierge, Gary Reynolds, managed the itinerary of activities on 

and off train, provided updates as required, and accommodated 'Safari' 

passenger issues as they arose. Also, he provided off train transport for 

'Safari' passengers at Wagga Wagga over two days while the train was 

running shuttle train ride for locals in the Wagga Wagga district. 

 
Janet waiting for Dinner in the Dining Car as the train made its way 

from Canberra to Goulburn. (Friday 5th June 2015) 

Saturday 6th June, 2015. 7.00am. 

 
6029 being serviced near the Junee Roundhouse. 

Saturday 6th June, 2015. Continued... 

 
6029 leaving Junee Roundhouse ready for the Wagga Wagga shuttle 

runs in the morning and afternoon - returned to Junee in the evening. 

 
6029 collecting passenger car consist from 'Safari' train. 

 
6029 (top) supported by a diesel locomotive (tail) leaving Junee and 

heading for Wagga Wagga for the day's shuttle runs. 

 
6029 Arriving back at the Junee Roundhouse in the evening after 

spending the day at Wagga Wagga running a local's shuttle service. 

Sunday 7th June 2015 - 7.00am. 

 
6029 again collecting passenger car consist from the 'Safari' train. 

 
6029 heading off for the second day's shuttle service at 

Wagga Wagga. 

 

Sunday 7th June, 2015. Continued... 

 
6029 and its passenger car consist leaving Junee for the day to run 

shuttle tours in Wagga Wagga. Note the 'Safari' sleeping cars at the 

Junee Roundabout - our sleeping quarters for the tour. 

 
The supporting diesel locomotive (top) and 6029 (tail) on this trip. 

 
The local steam hauled shuttle trains were popular with the Wagga 

Wagga people on both days; Saturday and Sunday. 

 
Wagga Wagga Railway Station. 

 
A lot of interest was shown in 6029 and its crew. 

 
Many a young boy's dream is to be a train driver. 

 

Continued next page... 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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Members Out and About - '6029 Southern Winter Steam Safari' - 8th June 2015 / Tungkillo Quarry - 14th June 2015 (Page 1 of 2). 

Sunday 7th June, 2015. Continued... 

 
Shuttle trip from Wagga Wagga to Bomen and return. 

 
Dad! Can I have one of these if I sell my Lego and ipad? 

 
Shuttle trip from Wagga Wagga to Uranquinty and return. 

Monday 8th June 2015 - 7.00am. 

 
Early start from Junee heading back to Canberra via Goulburn. 

 
The train is seen here in Bethungra Spiral territory. 

 
Coal and coal handling facilities are no longer available along the way 

so it is transported on the train and handled by local hired equipment. 

Monday 8th June, 2015. Continued... 

 
A lot of train behind and there is more in front. 

 
A large crowd welcomed the train at Yass Junction. 

 
Lunch time. 

 
People popup all along the line to see this special train pass by. 

 
Steam, diesel, and wind. 

 
On the way to Goulburn. 

I have uploaded three of my videos of the trip 

to YouTube, and these can be accessed via the 

following hyperlinks… 

Train Enthusiast’s Video Diary 2015-06-06 Day 1 & 2 of 4 

Train Enthusiast’s Video Diary 2015-06-07 Day 3 of 4 

Train Enthusiast’s Video Diary 2015-06-08 Day 4 of 4 

MGMC 'Fossicking and Metal 

Detecting Fieldtrip - Tungkillo Quarry, 

Tungkillo, SA - Sunday 14th June 2015. 

 
Kym describing the quarry and what can be found in the area. 

 
Massive Orthoclase (Feldspar). 

 
Checking material potential. 

 
Ian and John checking a quartz vugh. 

 
Possibly some small quartz crystals? 

 
Fossickers spreading out. 
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MGMC Fieldtrip - Tungkillo Quarry - 14th June 2015 (Page 2 of 2). 

 
Schorl (Tourmaline). 

 
Gerri and Alan - what have you found? 

 
Schorl (Tourmaline). 

Metal Detecting 

 
Kym smiling! 

 
Terry with his new Garrett AT Gold Metal Detector. 

 
Maurice. 

 
Ian with his new Garrett AT Gold Metal Detector. 

 
Kym, Kym, Tahlia, Maurice, June, and Terry. 

 
Ian chasing deeper to a promising target. 

 
This introduced gum tree was planted many years ago. 

 
Maurice, Kym, Kym, Terry, and Janet. 

 
Identifying a target's age. 

Continued... 

Tungkillo Quarry Fieldtrip Continued... 

Metal Detecting 

 
Kym's dilemma; "do I or don't I?" 

 
Ian's finds (L) and Mel's finds (R). 

Mel's first try with a metal detector. 

 
Maurice's finds. 

 
Kym's finds. 

 
Time to pack up. 
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MGMC Workshop / Fieldtrip  - July 2015 

Workshop - Saturday 18th July 2015 

 
Alan totally engrossed! 

 
Watching and learning. 

 
Doug engraving club identity onto club property. 

 
Tahlia and Don. 

 
Kym upgrading the centre display cabinet. 

 
Rex and Terry installing new TV bracket. 

 
Rex grinding and polishing! 

Gold Panning / Metal Detecting Fieldtrip 
River Torrens, between Birdwood and Gumeracha. 

Sunday 19th July 2015 

 
That looks wet and cold - Is it worth a few specks of gold. 

 
Will Michael strike gold? 

 
Kym, John and Ian setting up their gold panning position. 

 
Michael and Ian. 

 
Michael strikes colour! 

 
Novices try their luck. 

Sorry, no metal detecting photos - was too interesting! 
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RGMC and MGMC Workshop and Social Weekend - Palmer, S.A. - 31/7/15 to 3/8/15 

Contributed by Doug Hughes... 

Riverland Gem and Mineral Club and 

Murraylands Gem and Mineral Club meet 

together at Palmer for a long weekend group 

workshop and social get together. 

Friday 31st July to Monday 3rd August, 2015. 

At this year’s Rockarama Crystal and Craft 

Fair, Riverland President, Dennis approached 

one of the traders, John, to see whether he 

would be willing to give a talk and demon-

stration on Opal Matrix cooking to members of 

the Riverland Club. As John lived at Mount 

Barker, the Murraylands Club was then 

approached to see whether we were also 

interested in hearing the address. From that 

initial approach it was proposed to invite the 

Riverland Club to Palmer for a weekend visit, 

campout, and workshop. 

The agenda for the weekend grew and grew 

from just a single guest speaker to: dinner at 

the pub Friday night; Doug conducting a 

faceting workshop over both days for seven 

facetors; cabochon cutting over both days 

supervised by Rex; sphere cutting advice and 

displays by Lyell; wire-wrapping display and 

advice provided by Bev; card-making by Pat 

(which had a lot of interest from the ladies); 

BBQ dinners; sausage sizzle lunch; and a slide 

show. 

  
Pat’s card making. 

 
Rex and the boys in the cabbing room. 

 
Peter and David with some boulder opal. 

Heather brought out a crocheted rug and soon 

some of the girls were trying to work out the 

pattern to try and make it for them selves. 

New Members, David and Jenny, had their 

boulder opal on display and while David was 

out in the cabbing room with Rex Jenny started 

on her 1st faceted stone. She very quickly 

completed the pavilion ready to start on the 

crown at her next workshop. 

 
Jenny faceting. 

Another new member Danny who has a special 

interest in marine fossils especially fossil 

oyster shells tried his hand at polishing one of 

his oyster shells. 

 

Johns talk on Opal Matrix and how to cook the 

various types of matrix had everybody spell 

bound. There was plenty to absorb (pun 

intended!) 

 
 

 
After the talk on matrix cooking a BBQ dinner was enjoyed 

by everyone  

 
 

 
 

 
Those who stayed were treated to a talk and demonstration 

on bone carving by Michael. 

Sunday morning was an early start with some 

of our visitors wanting to commence on the 

faceting machines as soon as breakfast was 

finished. The cabochon room was also off to an 

early start with Maurice replacing a lost stone 

in a friends ring and electrician John arrived 

just before lunch to start cabbing. Bev also had 

her wire wrapping skills on display again.  
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RGMC and MGMC Workshop and Social Weekend - Palmer, S.A. - 31/7/15 to 3/8/15 

 
 

 
A sausage sizzle lunch was enjoyed by everyone. 

 
 

 

Some of the facetors completed their stones 

and everyone learnt something over the 

weekend. 

 

 
 

 

After an enjoyable BBQ cooked by Maurice 

and Rex with the salads prepared by Leonie  

and Kaye we were all enthralled by a slide 

show of Don and Nancy's trip to the USA some 

years back. 

 

Monday morning sadly, the visitors from the 

Riverland headed home and after a final clean 

up of the Clubrooms the Murraylands members 

also headed off. 

The weekend was an outstanding success 

thanks to the efforts of all club members and 

visitors. Let’s hope this type of weekend can be 

held again, if not at Palmer, then what about at 

another Club? 

Doug Hughes 

*** 

Murraylands Gem and Mineral 

Club 20th Birthday Party - 

Sunday16 August 2015 

 
10th March 1993 – A small group met at the Lymn 

residence for a social meeting and continued to do so 

on a monthly basis at each other’s homes. 

14th June 1995 – First committee elected. Meeting 

held at Max Arthur’s home 

Pres: Kim Loechel, Vice Pres: Ray Quast, Sec: 
Nancy Lymn, Tres: Brenton Bennett, Committee: 

Rubein Geister. Guest speaker April Blair. 

12th July 1995 – Club name voted. Murray Bridge 

Gem and Mineral Club adopted. GEMCSA informed 
of new club. First Newsletter and first raffle $21.60 

13th September 1995 – Club affiliated with 

GEMCSA 

September 1995 – First field trip to Angus Creek at 

Birdwood for gold panning 

23-24th September 1995 - Club display at Murray 
Bridge Show 

December 1995 – Meeting held at Memorial Rest 

Rooms, South Terrace, Murray Bridge. 

 
Inaugural members who are still members of the club 

(standing from the left) Kym Loechel, Teresa Geister, 

Rubein Geister, Don Lymn, and Dean Nelson. 

 
MGMC's two presidents over 20 years - Kym Loechel and 

Ian Thorley. 

 

 

 

*** 
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Members Out and About - Janet and Mel Go South West - 30th July to 4th August, 2015. 

 
South Perth City from McCallum Park - 04/08/2015. 

 
Perth City from Metro on Canning - 31/07/2015. 

 
South West Perth from McCallum Park - 04/08/2015. 

Janet and Mel Go South West 
30th July to 4th August, 2015 

We flew Virgin from Adelaide to Perth; stayed 

overnight at the Metro on Canning, Perth. The 

next day we drove via Bunbury to Cowaramup 

(locally called Cowtown) where we stayed in a 

'loaned house'. The stay activity consisted of 

family celebrations (60th Birthday and 40th 

Wedding Anniversary), local indulgences in 

the Margaret River district (micro-breweries, 

wineries and restaurants), and a tour to the very 

south west (Augusta and Cape Leeuwin 

Lighthouse). The photo gallery is a collection 

of random photos taken as we moved around... 

 
Taken on a morning walk at Cowaramup with my I-phone 5 - included to 

show that the bee's knees wings were well captured by the phone's camera. 

 
The candy cow can...where else, but in the Cowaramup candy shop. 

 

If the candy cow can... I can too! Indulge, that is. 

 
Mel savouring Margaret River Shiraz - quite okay, but he prefers S.A. 

 

 

Grain silos converted to high rise luxury units in Bunbury, W.A. It was 
regretted that most of the silos were demolished before pursuing this option. 

 

 
Cape Leeuwin Lighthouse, W.A. 

 
The Lloyd Ladies at Voyager Estate, Margaret River, W.A. 

 

 
Beer, food, and wine - not a bad order. 

 
Micro breweries are very popular in the Margaret River region. 

 
Cod Risotto - looks a bit inky black, but was quite delicious. 

 

See "What's with the Cows?" at Cowaramup - next page... 
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Members Out and About - Janet and Mel at Cowaramup also known as "Cowtown", W.A. 

What's with the Cows? 

It all began with the Margaret River 

CowParade; an international public art event 

which has been held in more than 50 cities 

around the world, including Paris, Tokyo, 

London, and New York. Yet, when it was held 

in the Margaret River region in 2010, it was the 

first time that it was hosted outside, away from 

a major metropolitan city. The event involves 

over 100 life-size fibreglass cows being painted 

by local artists and then exhibited in various 

locations for all to enjoy. At the conclusion of 

the event, each cow is auctioned off to raise 

funds for charity. 

 
"Free as a Cow" by Ron Roozen. 

Ron Roozen's installation for the Margaret 

River CowParade public art event in 2010 can 

be seen in Pioneer Park, Cowaramup, W.A. 

The piece was named, "Free as a Cow"; a 

tongue in cheek acknowledgement of the local 

icon, "Free as a Bird" (affectionately referred to 

as, "Chick on a Stick") the once controversial 

sculpture which can be found on Caves Road 

(Laurance {wines}of Margaret River). 

"Free as a Cow" stands proudly 20 feet in the 

air as a cow for the rest of the herd to look up 

to (if you've ever read Richard Bach's, 

"Jonathan Livingstone Seagull", you'll 

understand) and has also become colloquially 

known as, "Roast on a Post" or "Rump on a 

Stump". 

 
Statue - "Free as a Bird" at Laurance (Wines) of Margaret River, WA. 

(Note: a local feathered bird is standing on the statue's head has taken 

this quite literally - zoom in 500%. to see the 'chick on a stick'.) 

Two years on and the cows were nothing but a 

fond memory for most, and that's the way it would 

have stayed, had it not been for the sheer 

determination of two local and passionate cow 

lovers. Lorraine Teasdale had been incubating an 

idea for several years. She and Don Miller rallied 

around and won support of the Cowaramup Lions 

Club, numerous local businesses, and the majority 

of the community alike. 

Cowaramup or "Cowtown" as it is 

affectionately known has a history steeped in 

the dairy and beef industries. 

Today Cowaramup is still home to numerous 

dairy farms with approximately 10% of WA's 

milk produced in the area. Lorraine's concept 

was brilliantly simple, yet simply brilliant in 

both its brilliance and its simplicity. Surely a 

town called CowTown should have a cow... in 

town... or maybe two cows... or maybe even a 

whole herd? 

Being that Cowaramup's milking herds are 

mostly Friesian, it was proposed that the cows 

be painted to represent a realistic Friesian herd, 

which strangely makes them unique in their 

originality. Cowtown is the only town in the 

world (to the author's knowledge) that has a 

permanent, life-like herd on display and in the 

main street no less. 

A container load of cows was purchased and 

over the following months an army of 

volunteers laboured over preparing, priming, 

and painting of forty-two cows and calves. 

They were carefully coerced (cows can be 

stubborn you know) and cemented into place. 

The cows were introduced to the public on July 

15th 2012, coinciding with International Cow 

Appreciation Day. This day, happened to fall 

on the middle weekend of the July school 

holidays... an annual festival was born. If this 

sounds like Deja Moo to you, then you'd be 

correct. That's precisely what the festival has 

been christened: "Deja Moo - an udderley 

legend-dairy country fair" 

 
Moooo... Cow... No bull! - Pioneer Park, Cowaramup, W.A. 

 
Anybody feel like a bit of tennis court grass? 

 
There's a lot more grass just up the road at the park - no bull! 

 
Now, this is an unusual place to pose, but there is a reason... read on... 

 

Where's Molly? 
(Here's a little game for families passing 

through Cowaramup looking for an excuse to 

stretch the legs, and get some fresh air...) 

Molly mooooo... where are yoooo? Clarabelle 

cow has lost her precious little calf, "Molly 

Moo-Cow". Oh dear! Wherever can she be? 

Each and every one of the cows and calves 

around town has a wee silhouette of a calf's 

head hidden somewhere amongst her spots. 

Can you help Clarabelle find her little Molly, 

and all the other calves too? 

Great fun for all ages racing each other to be 

the first to find them all... and look very 

carefully because some have more than one. 

(Please take extra care when crossing roads as 

there may be lots of traffic and there are also 

some heavy trucks around.) The calves could 

be black, they could be white, they could be 

front, they could be side..., yet they're there to 

be sure, and sure to be there. 

 
I've spotted the cow's calf! 

 
Time to move on missy cow before it's too late - learn to read! 
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Extracts from Jeff's Fossil Journal (Page 1 of 2) 

Contributed by Fossil One - Jeff Tonkin... 

Known Fossil Sites in Australia 

1. Canning Basin 
Port Headland to Broome, then inland to the 

Calvert Range, across the Canning Stock Route; 
turn up to 19 degrees latitude north then west to 

the coast. 

2. Madura Basin 
This is a well known fossil region. The basin 

reaches from Mundrabilla in the west to Point 

Dover in the west, and north to 31''50mins then 
east to 128''. Many people think that this area is 1 

- 2 million years of age, but they are horribly 
wrong, as according to Dr Yvonne Bone, head of 

W.A. Department of Geology and Geophysics 

and University of Adelaide, an expert on marine 
deposits, the area is of Abrakurrie Limestone also 

the lowlands area is 20 - 30 million years old. 

3. The Murray Basin 
It does not matter where you go in the basin; find 

limestone and you will find plenty of marine 

fossils with a few land fossils for good measure. 
The basin extends from Menindee Lakes to 

Mildura to Beachport. 

4. The Flinders Plains 

This is a massive area of S.A. is bounded by the 

Flinders Range in the east, the W.A. border in the 

west, and the N.T. border in the north. In this area 
we have a diverse field in which we have opal 

fields containing Opalised Fossils and many 

species of Marine Fossils. In the northeast we 
have the Warburton River, Lake Kanunka, the 

lower Strzelecki Creek to Lake Pitikanta; this 

area has yielded many Marsupial Fossils in the 
50s and still hold much more. Heading west we 

arrive at the Ediacara Range which is the only 

place in the world to have an era of time named 
after it. Heading north we enter the Musgrove 

Block which is hardened sandstone. Further south 

are the Breakaways with similar rock formation. 
Further west we come to the edge of the Eucla 

Basin and the beginning of the Nullabor Plain. 

5. Shark Bay, W.A. 
This area is known worldwide for its living 

Stromataloids which can be found in the shallow 

waters of the bay. There are also plenty of fossils 
to be found in the limestone of the coastal cliffs. 

6. The Emerald Region 
The Mackenzie river valley has several fields to 
search - some are on Aboriginal lands and require 

a permit before entering. 

7. The Carpentaria Basin (Qld) 

Walsh River and its black soil plains are part of 

the Doncaster Formation which form the base of 

creeks and rivers in the region. Permission must 
be obtained in writing before venturing forth. 

8. Vale Batesford Quarry (VIC) 

For over a 100 years (1890 – 2000), this site was 
a source for thousands of fossils for many 

collectors. It is now closed to all. 

9. Rocky Camp Quarry, Buchan (VIC) 
Situated 359 Kilometres east of Melbourne, this 

area has been the Mecca for Victorian rock 
hounds for 30 years. Many amateurs are unaware 

of the diversity of fossils found in the limestone 

outcrops in the area. 

10. Wrothem Park Station (Qld) 

Situated north of Walsh River, it is a private 

property and permission must be sought; thanks 
to the thoughtlessness of collectors. This is a 

major Triassic insect site. 

11. Carnarvon Basin (WA) 

Many sites containing a Permian Era Crinoid, 

‘Jimbacrinus Bostocki’, Curt Teichert. 

12. Riversleigh (Qld) 

A major fossil site in Queensland, is the home of 
the ‘Duck of Doom’, 'Bullockornis Planei'. It 

was a giant, 300 kilogram, 3 metres tall, 

flightless bird; not one to be argued with. 

13. Coober Pedy/Woomera Basin (SA) 

This basin is very large; containing Lake 

Gardiner and Lake Eyre North. It also has the 
world's largest opal field, and a massive fossil 

field, with many marine fossils to be found 

everywhere. Close to Lake Torrens is the other 
opal region of Andamooka and Whites Dam. 

14. The Leigh Creek Basin 

This area has the coal field and many copper and 
other minerals in it. To the west of Nilpena is the 

ancient site of the 'Ediacara Hills', which are off-

limits to collectors due to people's vandalism. 

 
Rich in fossils: the Ediacara Hills in the Northern Flinders Ranges, S.A. 

Nevertheless, this basin has many sites of 
interest and fossicking sites outside of the 

National Parks that exist in the area. I personally 
have found many different Archaeocyathids in 

this region. At Lake Frome, many Diprotodon 

skeletons have been found. If one looks with 
their eyes open and brain turned on in this fossil 

rife area, tree and sea creature fossils can be 

found. 

15. Curramulka Quarry (SA) 

This is a dolomite quarry and permission must 

be sought before arriving. I have found Brush 
Tailed Betton or Bandicoot lower jawbone, but 

still have to get identified by the museum. Also 

found some large wallaby bones in stone and 
hard mud. 

16. The Victorian Fossil Cave, Naracoorte. (SA) 

The giant Echidna ‘Zaglossus’ was discovered in 
the cave in 1982. As this is a National Park, one 

can only wish and look. 

17. The Talbragar Fish Beds (NSW) 

The Talbragar Fish Beds are characterized by 

beautiful Jurassic Fish and plant remains which 

occur in an ochre coloured ferrungus shale. The 
beds are situated on the northern slopes of ‘Farrs 

Hill’, north east of Gulgong, New South Wales. 

Collection of rock and fossil specimens from 
this locality is prohibited. 

 
Fossil fish Cavendericthyis Talbragarensis 

18. The Mount Ida Formation (VIC) 

There has been 16 families of Trilobites reported 
from the coarse sandstones of the Ida Formation; 

found near Heathcote, Victoria 

19. Fossil Plants of the Duriki Plant Beds, 

Warwick (QLD) 

The fossil beds at Duriki contain a rich flora of 

ferns, seed ferns, bennettitales, cycads, and… 

conifers. They are part of the lower Jurassic 

Marburg Sandstone. 

20. Murchison (WA) 

In 1979, fossilised tracks of the species, 

‘Eurypterid’ were found in the sandstone of the 
Murchison River in the thick Tumblagooda 

formation. 

21. Devonian and Carboniferous Vertebrates (QLD) 

The discovery of fossils at Hannans Gap and 
Bogantungan in the Drummond Ranges, was of 

intense interest. There were bones, spines, teeth, 

scales of Acanthodian, Crossopterygian and 
Palaeoniscid fish, and possibly sharks as well. It 

could be a potential site for early Amphibian 
remains as well. 

22. Other Major Sites in Queensland – 

Georgetown District, Gilberton District, Broken 
River Embayment, Star Basin (Dolwood and 

Myrtlevale Beds), Toko Syncline (Craven Peak 

Beds). 

23. The Sugarloaf Dam Site (QLD) 

I personally, have not checked this site yet. 

24. Beetle Creek, Mt Isa (QLD) 

Trilobites on May Downs Station in Beetle 

Creek, and at Gidyea Bore. 

25. Strathalbyn (SA) 

This area has some very interesting fossil sites. 

The main site so far is at the quarry opposite the 

sewerage ponds, on the Murray Bridge road. At 
this site I have found many types of fossils, for 

example, sharks teeth ( 6 species) whale bone, 

dolphin bones, shells, and a fossilised jellyfish 
(medusa type). 

Another site is on the Cemetery Road – this is a 

no go area, but I have found sharks teeth before I 
found out. 

I have proven that this area is hiding more than 

we realise, and all we need is the time and effort 
to find the fossils. 

There is another pit, which I have permission to 

check out very soon. 

26. Port Julia (SA) 

Port Julia is York Peninsula’s hidden beauty 

spot. Head south of the car park along the beach 
for approximately half a mile until the glauconic 

sands are found. On top of these sands is a layer 

of hard mud and sand mix. It varies from 1’ to 3’ 
in thickness, and is where echinoid, oyster, and 

sharks teeth fossils can be found. 

 

Further, comprehensive, Australian fossil 

information can be found on the internet.... 

1) 'Australia: The Land Where Time Began - 

Fossil Sites (by State) Author: M. H. Monroe' 

2) 'Australia's fossil past' 

3) 'Australian Fossil Mammal Sites, Australia' 

4) Australian Beasts (Fossil Sites) 

5) List of Fossil Sites (Worldwide - From 

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 

6) Australian Museum – nature culture discover - 
Search results for ‘Fossils’ 

7) 'Fossil sites of Australia' 

8) 'Australian Museum Palaeontology Collection' 

Fossil One - Jeff Tonkin. 
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Extracts from Jeff's Fossil Journal (Page 2 of 2) 

Contributed by Fossil One - Jeff Tonkin... 

Word Find 2 

This word find was kindly supplied by Ken Bell. 

X A H C X E T I L O T P A R G 

S L R K Y P V N K N Y R P K R 

R Y L E X E T E E T H O L L E 

H H A T F D T M X M L F A H C 

V P M I S I E R K Y I T N K A 

H B M B N C R C Z S Y D T W R 

X D A O A L A O H H V H E Y T 

S X M L I E A R P O I D H S C 

M M P I L Z O A B H I L T C E 

A E S R O N E L L O P C I V S 

R E P T I L E B N M N H L P N 

O G O R F D N I O I T A O W I 

F R N A T A R T S N V R T S Y 

P T G I X C F I E I E Y O E S 

E O E L F E D B B D M M X U G 

Ammonite, Benthic, Bird, Bivalve, Bone, Carbonate, Coral, Crinoid, Fish, Forams, 

Graptolite, Hominid, Insect, Mammal, Otolith, Pedicle, Phyla, Phytal, Plant, Pollen, 

Polyzoa, Porifera, Protoza, Replacement, Reptile, Sediment, Snail, Sponge, Spore, 

Strata, Teeth, Trace, Trail, Trilobite. 
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Members Notice Board 

Meeting Reminders/Updates 

See notices, meeting schedule, and competition 

schedule on the club website. 

 

 

 

Wanted 

Mineral photo opportunities. 

I'm looking for opportunities to photograph 

mineral specimens (South Australian in 

particular) for future newsletter "Mineral 

Matters" articles. 

Do you have mineral specimens that you can 

make available to be photographed? 

I'm prepared to take these photos at your 

nominated location or at the club rooms, 

whichever suits you. 

Specimens do not have to be first prize winners 

- what matters, is that they are clearly 

identifiable, and present as a reasonable 

example from a known location. 

Hope you can help me out on behalf of the 

club. 

Mel Jones 

08 8395 1792 

mel.jones@ bigpond.com 

Newsletter Content & Contributions 

Contributions for the newsletter need to be 

passed on to me no later than two weeks before 

each quarterly newsletter is due (Spring - 1st 

September, Summer - 1st December, Autumn - 

1st March, and Winter - 1st June). 

As the current caretaker for the club newsletter, 

I will be emailing members a notification when 

the newsletter is available on the club website. 

Please consider contributing some of your 

photos and stories for all to enjoy. These do not 

have to be mineral related. 

I look forward to your ongoing assistance and 

also seek your timely, frank feedback so that 

the newsletter continues to meet the club 

members' interest. 

Mel Jones 

08 8395 1792 

mel.jones@ bigpond.com 

Useful Internet Links 

2015 Australian Gem & Mineral Calendar: Gem & Mineral Calendar 

Adelaide Gem and Mineral Club: AGMC 

AFLACA-GMCASA: AFLACA-GMCASA 

Australian Federation of Lapidary and Allied Crafts Association (AFLACA): AFLACA 

Australian Lapidary Forum: Australian Lapidary Forum 

Broken Hill Mineral Club: BHMC 

Enfield Gem and Mineral Club Inc: EGMC 

Flinders Gem, Geology and Mineral Club Inc: FGGMC 

Gem and Mineral Clubs Association of South Australia: GMCASA 

Metal Detectors - Garrett Australia: Garrett Australia 

Metal Detectors - Miners Den Adelaide: Miners Den Adelaide 

Metal Detectors - Adelaide Agent for Garrett Australia: Shell Lap Lapidary Supplies Pty Ltd 

Mineralogical Society of SA Inc: MinSoc 

NQ Explorers: NQ Explorers 

Prospecting Australia: Prospecting Australia 

Shell-lap Lapidary Supplies: Shelley's Lapidary Supplies Pty Ltd 

Southern Rockhounds: Southern Rockhounds 

The Australian Mineral Collector: The Australian Mineral Collector 
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