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Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club News 

Editorial Out and About 

Diary Dates Hi everyone, 

A busy quarter once more; so much so that the 2015 Winter 

Edition of the MGMC Newsletter has been published in three 
parts primarily to capture and publish the highlights of the 

Rockarama closer to the event rather than leave it until the 

Spring edition (Sept.). 

In addition, there are file size limits imposed by MS Word and 

the club website that I can only circumvent by splitting the 

newsletter in to multiple parts when desired. This enables a 

generous use of photos to record and tell the story of our hobby 
and associated social activities. 

How about Ellen's photo in the right column - photo gallery. 

See more of her photos on page 6 of the TTGGMC April 2015 

newsletter by clicking on the following link: TTGGMC April 
2015 Newsletter 

If you are interested in looking at TTGGMC's Monthly 

Newsletter each month let me know and I will include you on 

the email list. There is some duplication between the two clubs' 
newsletters (because I prepare both), but there is enough 

differences to be of interest. TTGGMC do not have a website 

so the internet arrangement for each newsletter requires that I 
email a dedicated hyperlink - nevertheless, it works okay. 

As always, I'm looking for articles to include in either or both 

newsletters. This newsletter has contributions both written 

and/or photo form: 
1) 'A no cost mirror attachment for your hand loupe.' by Doug 

Hughes - page 3. 

2) 'A Tractor Tyre Tumbler' by Anthony Noel - page 4. 
3) Quartz - Australian Specimen Gallery by Ian Everard - 

pages 5, 6, & 7. 

4) 'Maintaining Your Collection' by Jeff Tonkin - page 8. 

Regards, Mel. 

 

 

What are these about? See 'Jeff's Fossil Journal - see page 8. 

Photo Gallery 

 
This photo was not taken by an MGMC member, but rather by 

TTGGMC member, Ellen Dillon. Ellen and Gerry were 
returning to Adelaide from a holiday in Victoria via the Great 

Ocean Road and stayed overnight at Meningie, SA. This is an 

early morning picture of Lake Albert. It's such a beautiful and 
serene photo it had to be shared - thanks Ellen. 

Preview Gallery 

 
Canberra - looking south east from the Telstra Tower. Ian, Janet, and Mel 

attended the Canberra Rock swap in March - see the Canberra activities 

Part 2 of 3, page 10... 

 

It is very good to see junior competitors participating and 
enjoying a great outdoor activity; metal detecting. How about a 

dream coming true; well Cooper Marker (above) may not have 

had such a dream, but the reality for him winning two detectors 
in a one day metal detecting event must seem like a dream. 

See Part 3 of 3, page 22. 

2015 

 June 20th to 21st, 2015 
Tea Tree Gully Gem and 

Mineral Club Exhibition 

(Biennial). 
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 Extracts from Jeff's Fossil 
Journal. 
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 Editorial. 

 Club Members Out and About - 

Canberra Rock Swap 

 Club Members Out and About 
National Gemboree April 3rd 

to 6th at Horsham, Victoria. 
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 April 2015 MGMC/Southern 
Rockhounds fieldtrip to the 

Olary District, South Australia. 

 May 2015 MGMC Rockarama 
'Crystal and Craft Fair' and 

South Australian Metal 

Detecting Championships. 

 

Stop Press 

In Memoriam 

The Murraylands Gem and 

Mineral Club wishes to 

express their condolences to 

Don on the passing of Nancy 

in the early morning of Friday 

24th April 2015. Nancy was a 

Foundation Member of the 

Club, and will be sadly missed 

by all. 

The Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Inc. is not and cannot be held 

responsible or liable for any personal injuries, loss or damage to property at any 

meeting, fieldtrip or activity organised by or on behalf of the club. 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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Competition Reports and Work Gallery. 

Competition Results 

Mar 11th 2015 

Minerals: 

Juniors 

1st Tahlea. 

Novice 

1st Sonya. 

2nd Sonya. 

3rd Tahlia. 

Open 

1st Angie. 

Micromounts 

1st Sonya. 

Fossils: 

1st Sonya. 

2nd Angie. 

3rd Courtney. 

Field trip: 

No entries. 

Metal detecting: 

No entries. 

Novelty: 

1st Angie. 

2nd Bronte. 

3rd Angie. 

Brag Corner: 

1st Angie. 
 

Competition Results 

Apr 8th 2015 

Minerals: 

Juniors 

1st Tahlia. 

2nd Cloe. 

Novice 

1st Tahlea. 

Open 

1st Angie. 

Micromounts 

No entries. 

Fossils: 

1st Angie. 

2nd Courtney. 

Field trip: 

No entries. 

Metal detecting: 

1st Kym. 

2nd Kym. 

Novelty: 

1st Bronte. 

2nd Angie. 

3rd Courtney. 

Brag Corner: 

1st Angie. 

 

Competition Results 

May 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The club meeting competitions were suspended 

for May 2015 as the May meeting was brought 

forward to April 29th 2015 to facilitate prepa-

rations for the 2015 Rockarama. 

 
 

Workshop and Working Bee - 

Saturday 18th April 2015. 

 
Bob and Don - engaged in lapidary. 

 
Janet engaged in cleaning clubrooms and toilet/showers. 

 

 

 
Rex engaged in constructing a club room alfresco area. 

 

Gerri refurbished the front garden at a previous 

working bee - it's looking very good Gerri. 

 

Leonie believe it, that is an orange. 

 

Alfresco decisions 

 

Lunch time. 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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Lapidary - Faceting 

Contributed by Doug Hughes... 

A no cost mirror attachment for 

your hand loupe. 

Lighting has always been an issue for facetors 

and there are many chapters in books and 

articles written on the subject. 

Many facetors, new and experienced, have 

thought they had cut enough to meet at the 

Culet or meet-point but with better lighting they 

can easily see how their cut is progressing. 

When we are cutting, we position the quill and 

lamp, generally over the stone in such a way to 

have light reflect off the facet. Often only one 

facet can be seen, the others below and either 

side are darker. 

Here is a simple and cost effective way to help 

see your stone with reflected light. 

I first saw a mirror attachment on a hand loupe 

at the Horsham Gem Club Open Day in 2005 

when AFG member Cliff Sampson was 

demonstrating faceting. I made one and for a 

number of years used a mirror attachment 

which assists me greatly in seeing how my facet 

is progressing and whether further cutting is 

needed. 

This low cost option is easily made and can be 

adapted to any loupe you currently have. 

 

 

An acrylic mirror which is readily available as 

off-cuts or a laminex mirror sample from 

Laminex Industries (available at no cost from 

any hardware store) is simply cut into 25 to 

30mm strips approx 60mm long. You then mark 

and cut the outline of your closed loupe at one 

end of the strip.  

 
Cutting to width. 

 

Marking to cut to shape. 

Place the cut piece of plastic in a vice and heat 

with a hot air gun or a borrowed hairdryer. 

When the acrylic is flexible bend it with a 

block of wood to the angle you desire – 

approx 35 degrees works for me. Let it cool 

and attach to your hand loupe with a piece of 

double sided tape.  

 
Heat. 

 
Bend. 

 

 
Fix with double-sided tape. 

The benefit of using a loupe attachment is very 

quickly seen when viewing your stone in the 

quill. Position the lamp above the top facets and 

the light will reflect from the mirror 

illuminating all the facets below the light 

source. 

 
Without the mirror attachment. 

 
With the mirror attachment. 

*** 

Here we go 'loupty lou!' 

Having read Doug's useful and informative 

article, I thought I would check on the internet 

for similar handy ideas; hopeful that I would 

find something useful to fill the rest of this 

page. Well! I didn't find what I was after. 

However, there are other uses for loupes. This 

one might be a bit 'loupy', but obviously some 

people are making it pay; 'Simple tools 

powerful process'. Regards, Mel. 

 

http://www.theprivateeyestore.com/ 
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Lapidary - 'A Tractor Tyre Tumbler' by Anthony Noel. 

A Tractor Tyre Tumbler 

Have you ever thought about speeding up the 

process of tumbling? Well I did. I tried many 

times, until I finally built 'Big Burther'! 

Some 40 years ago, I started tumbling, when we 

were living in Pt Augusta. In those days, there 

was very little information available about the 

process, but I managed to get hold of a book 

from New Zealand; 'Tumbling' by the Victors. 

Initially, I started off with a single barrel 

horizontal tumbler, and followed the 

instructions in the book to the letter. The first 

batch of tumbled stones worked out perfectly, 

so I threw the book away and thought, 'well that 

was fairly simple'. Well! The next batch was a 

disaster! I couldn’t work out where I went 

wrong; find the book and start again. 

What had I learnt? It was not until I made 

mistakes and had to work out where I had gone 

wrong, did I really learn anything. They say, 

'Practice makes perfect.' The problem with 

tumbling is that the learning process is delayed, 

waiting for the process to finish. 

Not to be put off, and once I thought I had it 

down pat, I built a two barrel horizontal 

tumbler. However, it still seemed to take 

forever! So I upped the barrel size from 6” to 

9”, then to a 12” hexagonal barrel. By this time, 

a few years had passed. Then Vibrosonic 

Tumblers came on the market, so I bought one 

from the 'States'. Success at last; this tumbler 

managed to speed up the process. However, 

other problems emerged when I found I was 

chewing out the plastic, moulded barrels, which 

weren’t cheap to replace. 

Around this time we moved to Mt Torrens in 

the Adelaide Hills where we brought a house 

which had three phase power supplied. Well, 

being an electrician by trade, I new three phase 

motors were a lot cheaper than single phase, so 

the motors running the tumblers were replaced 

with 3 phase units. 

In due course, I managed to get hold of a three 

phase 45 degree angled, ex-foundry sand mixer, 

which could take a 44 gallon plastic drum. This 

unit had potential to upscale my effort, but the 

neighbors didn’t appreciate the noise, and the 

plastic drums only lasted about two weeks when 

running non stop. 

In a state of frustration, I would lay awake for 

hours some nights trying to work out how I 

could get around some of the problems; until I 

came up with the idea of using 14” car tyres. I 

got hold of a Morris Minor diff, locked up the 

spider gears, mounted it on a frame, and stuck 4 

x 14” car tyres, on both ends of the diff. 

Success! This worked well and eliminated both 

the noise problem and the chewing out of 

barrels.  

By this time, we had a Gem shop at the 

Birdwood Museum and a Gem and Mineral 

collection on display 

At this location, we were selling tumbled 

stones and pet rocks faster than I could 

produce them. So, if I wanted to keep up with 

demand, I had no choice than to go bigger and 

faster with production. 

Both the Morris Minor tyre tumbler and the 45 

degree angle tumbler went to Woodsies Rock 

Shop in Mildura, and I started building a 

tractor tyre tumbler. 

I managed to get hold of a tractor tyre, wider 

than the first tractor tyre I used, which didn’t 

cost anything. As well, I got hold of a 2” shaft 

with roller bearings, an industrial reduction 

box, and a 3 phase motor. These were then 

mounted on a steel frame. 

To stop the rough stone from slipping inside 

the tyre, especially when they became 

rounded-off, and to get a smoother finish, I put 

4 large tractor tyre lugs inside the tyre. This 

assisted in lifting and rolling the stones. 

 
Tractor Tyre Tumbler - 'Big Burther'. 

After a fair bit of fine tuning, it worked well, 

with 40-50 kilos all up weight of rough stone, 

60-80 grit, plus water. The process involved 

loading about 30-40 kilo of rough stone, 

followed with 5 kilo of 60-80 Grit Silicon 

Carbide, then added water to about 2” above 

the level of the rough stone. 

This setup meant that I could stand about 20 

feet away and barely hear the tumbler running. 

Yet, in less than 1 week, the tumbler was 

rounding off Quartz. In 2 weeks the harder 

stones like agate, jasper, and petrified wood 

were being rounded off as well. 

Normally, I start off with rough stone from 

small up to 20-30 cm. and run the tumbler 

non-stop for a week. At this point, I remove 

the stone and put it through a ¼” mesh sieve. 

The smaller stones are set aside and the 

remainder is returned to the tractor tyre. If 

necessary, I would add another 5 kilo of 60-80 

grit and refill the tyre with water as described 

before. After another week, I would check the 

stones by taking out an ice cream container 

full, wash off the stones and make sure there 

was no chipping. If all okay, I would run it for 

another week and check it again to see if the 

stones had a semi-sheen, if not, I would keep 

on running the tyre tumbler until the stones 

were okay. At this stage, I would take a 

sample and fill one of the Vibrosonic plastic 

barrels, add 600 grit and run it for a couple of 

days, and that would tell me if all the stones in 

the tyre were ready for the run in 600 grit.  

As well as developing the tractor tyre tumbler, I 

also converted a 24” Vibro Flat Lap into 

something similar to a large Vibro Tumbler. I 

did this by cutting a 16” 4x4 tyre in half, made 

up a frame to hold one half of the tyre, took the 

flat Vibro plate off & replaced it with the frame 

and half tyre. 

 
24” Vibro Flat Lap Conversion 

This machine would take about 10-15 kilo of 

material and that would run for about a week 

with 600 grit before the polishing stage. I 

sampled this load as described earlier - put an 

ice cream container of stones in one of the 

Vibrosonic plastic barrels with Tin Oxide and 

run it for a day, then check the polish. 

Normally, this process was okay, but if not, it 

was more time spent running the load in 600 

grit. 

To do a run of larger rough stone, say from 30-

60 cm, I have to drop the tractor tyre tumbler 

speed. This is because there is too much 

chipping with larger stones, which is caused by 

the 4 tractor lugs inside the tyre. The speed is 

critical, and if it’s running to fast the stones 

seam to drop off the lugs inside, rather than 

rolling. You can see in the photo that I have 

two different size pulleys to change the speed. 

When tumbling larger rough stone they all need 

to be about the same size. If there are smaller 

stones, the larger stones will pound hell out of 

them and they will be ground down to nothing.  

I can confidently say that the Tractor Tyre 

Tumbler is the best one I have built. 

Furthermore, it’s the only way I can compete 

with the price of imported tumbled stones. 

All things considered, even when collecting the 

rough stone yourself, preparing it, buying the 

silicon carbide and paying for power, it’s 

probably cheaper to buy 'tumbled stone' 

wholesale (sourced from overseas). 

However, I can remain competitive, because I 

have a 2KW solar power system (I don’t have 

to worry about the cost of power) and I buy 

bulk (4 x44 gallon drums) 60-80 silicon carbide 

at auction, at a good price. 

Anthony Noel. 

Tony (Anthony Noel) is a member of the York 

Peninsula Gem and Mineral Club, the editor of 

the GMCASA quarterly, 'The Trader' and one 

of the conveners of the 'SA Gemboree 2018 

Committee'. 

Thank you Tony for a very interesting article. 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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Mineral Matters - Quartz (Part 5 - Page 1 of 3 - Australian Specimen Gallery - Ian Everard) 

 

Agate nodule lined with Quartz var Amethyst with Goethite inclusions, 

Agate Creek, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Smoky, Torrington, NSW. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst and Quartz var Smoky, Mooralla, Victoria. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst, McDougals Well. NSW. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst, Fluorite and Calcite, Agate Creek, Qld. 

 

Quartz (var Amethyst and var Smoky) Kuridala Qld. 

 

Quartz and Calcite, Agate Creek, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst, Agate Creek, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst with Goethite inclusions, Agate Creek, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst and Quartz var Smoky, Mooralla, Victoria. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst and Calcite, Agate Creek, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst on Calcite, Agate Creek, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst, Agate Creek, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst with Goethite inclusions, Agate Creek, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst, McDougals Well. NSW. 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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Mineral Matters - Quartz (Part 5 - Page 2 of 3 - Australian Specimen Gallery - Ian Everard) 

 

Quartz, Biggenden, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Smoky and Schorl, Lake Boga, Victoria. 

 

Quartz var Smoky, Mooralla, Victoria. 

 

Quartz var Smoky, Torrington, NSW. 

 

Quartz var Smoky, Torrington, NSW. 

 

Quartz var Smoky and Schorl, Lake Boga, Victoria. 

 

Quartz var Smoky, Agate Creek, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Smoky, Mooralla, Victoria. 

 

Quartz, Biggenden, Qld. 

 

Quartz with Goethite inclusions, Agate Creek, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Smoky, Torrington, NSW. 

 

Quartz, Crystal Mountain, Mt Isa District, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Smoky, Mooralla, Victoria. 

 

Quartz, Biggenden, Qld. 

 

Quartz var Amethyst, Mt Elliott, Cloncurry District, Qld. 

 

Quartz, Toms Mountain, Mt Isa District, Qld. 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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Mineral Matters - Quartz (Part 5 - Page 3 of 3 - Australian Specimen Gallery - Ian Everard) 

 

Quartz, Crystal Mountain, Mt Isa District, Qld. 

 

Quartz, Toms Mountain, Mt Isa District, Qld. 

 

Quartz, Torrington, NSW. 

 

Quartz, Toms Mountain, Mt Isa District, Qld. 

  

Quartz, Toms Mountain, Mt Isa District, Qld. 

 

Quartz, Kingsgate, NSW. 

  

Quartz var Smoky, Elsemore, NSW. 

 

Quartz, Torrington, NSW. 

 

Quartz, Toms Mountain, Mt Isa District, Qld. 

 

Quartz, Crystal Mountain, Mt Isa District, Qld. 

 

Quartz, Toms Mountain, Mt Isa District, Qld. 

 

Quartz, Toms Mountain, Mt Isa District, Qld. 

 

Quartz, Torrington, NSW. 

 

Quartz, Torrington, NSW 

 

Quartz, Toms Mountain, Mt Isa District, Qld. 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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Extracts from Jeff's Fossil Journal (Page 1 of 2) 

Maintaining Your 'Collection' 

As your collection grows, steps must be taken 

to keep it organised. If you only have a few 

specimens, it is easy to know the history of 

each; where you found it and the circum-

stances. However, as your collection grows, 

your brain no matter how good, cannot 

remember all the relevant details about each 

specimen. Before this happens you should have 

a system in hand to record all scientific details. 

Details can be recorded on a paper label and 

kept with each specimen; and most of the time 

this can be okay. But, larger collections are 

easier to mess up, especially when visitors 

handle items and then put them back into the 

wrong box or location, or mix-up labels. To 

minimise errors and mix-ups you need to 

develop a catalogue system that matches the 

specimen with its details by marking the 

specimen with the corresponding catalogue 

number. This can be done using Indian Ink, and 

does not take much time. 

Storing and displaying your collection can be 

the enjoyable part of your hobby. The more 

you display and show your friends and fellow 

collectors, the more satisfying it will become 

and perhaps the envy of other collectors. If 

your collection is well displayed and correctly 

and accurately labelled, it can serve as means 

for other to learn, develop and share their 

interest in your hobby. 

Keep an eye out for map drawer cabinets, 

dental cabinets, and any other similar or 

suitable storage and display cabinets. 

'Necessity breads invention'. Have fun and 

happy collecting. 

Fossil One. 

For further reading on this subject try these 

links: 

Collectors Guide - Cataloguing and Storing. 

Labeling and Cataloguing Rocks, Minerals, and 

Fossils. 

 

 

 

 

*** 

The Case of Deep Submergence 

Search Vessel 'Alvin'. 

A report by Captain Marvin McCamis. 

Extract by Fossil One... 

"We were down about 5,000 feet and then we 

went down into a crevasse about 300 feet 

deeper under a slight outcrop following the 

cable we were checking, but had to go deeper 

as the cable followed the seabed into the deeper 

water. It was then that I spotted it; the first 

thing that I noticed was the movement. I 

thought we were moving along the cable and 

were checking for drift, but found the sub was 

stationary and it was the object that was 

moving. It then occurred to me that perhaps it 

was a utility pole, especially because of its 

shape. I swung the sub in an arc to get a better 

view along the cable or pole or whatever it 

was, when I was astonished to see a thick body 

with flippers, a long neck, a snake like head 

with two eyes looking right at us. 

It looked like a big lizard with flippers, and it 

had two sets of them. Then before we could 

turn the sub to get an angle on the outboard 

camera, it swam upwards with its back turned. 

Dr Manson Valentine who is especially 

qualified for identifying and sketching animals 

by virtue of a Doctorate in Zoology, and in fact 

was an artist, drew a picture of a Plesiosaur and 

on showing it to me, I said, "Yes, that's exactly 

what I saw". 

It is of course understandable that recording 

officers would hesitate to transcribe accounts 

of utility poles that turned into sea monsters. 

However, there have been reports of 30ft 

blackfish in the same area seen by the Ben 

Franklin - Grumman/Piccard PX-15. 

In October 1971 the National Transportation 

Board dropped all investigations and sealed the 

records for 30 years." 

Personal Opinion: Is this typical of USA? If 

you don't believe it, it does not exist. Why 

would they seal the report for 30 years? It wont 

go away. 

By Fossil One. 

A Google search on the subject via: 

https://www.google.com.au/#q=%27The+Case

+of+Deep+Submergence+search+vessel+Alvin

%27+by+capt+mccamis&nfpr=1 gave rise to 

the following hyperlink, pictures, and article - 

https://www.tumblr.com/search/the%20alvin%

20plesiosaur... 

 

 
Drawing based on the description made by Captain McCamis. 

 
Deep Submergence Search Vessel 'Alvin'. 

 
Artist's impression of a Plesiosaur. 

Continued next page... 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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Extracts from Jeff's Fossil Journal (Page 2 of 2) 

Continued from previouse page... 

The Alvin Plesiosaur 
A Submarine Pilot’s Plesiosaur 

Sighting 

A riveting account of an encounter with a 

possible living plesiosaur was mentioned in 

Charles Berlitz’s 1977 book, “Without a Trace” 

in which submarine pilot Captain Marvin 

McCamis claimed to have seen an animal 

which looked like a plesiosaur in the deep 

waters near Grand Bahama Island on July 20th, 

1965 when they were making their first 6,000-

foot (1,800 m) dive in the Naval Deep 

Submergence Research Vessel ALVIN for the 

Navy to obtain certification. 

Dale Drinnon over at Frontiers of Zoology 

reported that Scott Mardis, a leading Champ 

researcher who has worked in the vertebrate 

paleontology department of the Philadelphia 

Academy of Natural Sciences, had shared a 

sketch based on Captain McCamis’ report on 

Facebook. 

The plesiosaurian illustration is offered as an 

accurate representation of what Captain 

McCamis allegedly saw, however, Scott 

Mardis himself spoke to Marvin McCamis in 

1997, and was corrected that Berlitz had the 

date wrong on the drawing and this encounter 

actually happened in July 1965, which 

corresponds with the Alvin dive that year that 

McCamis captained. 

Scott Mardis also sent page scans of the book 

to researcher Dale Drinnon regarding the 

relevant passage on the interview: Captain 

McCamis’ account is that this event happened 

about a mile down into the ocean and 

researchers feel that Captain McCamis was a 

respected, reliable and overall credible witness, 

but a question remains as to whether this 

proves these sea monsters, or surviving 

plesiosaurs, were air breathing or not air 

breathing at all, as recent finds have suggested 

that Plesiosaurs bore live young, could live in 

fresh water and could tolerate cold 

temperatures down to freezing. 

The deepest diving mammals are Sperm whales 

who hold their breath and dive thousands of 

feet down to feed on deep sea squid and fish. 

No one knows exactly how deep they can go, 

but submarine sonar readings have documented 

sperm whales at 2500 meters (8200 feet or 27.3 

football fields or 1.6 miles below the surface)! 

Some people argue that Plesiosaurs would have 

to be an aquatic reptile as opposed to a 

mammal because even if they still existed there 

would be more sightings as they have to 

continually come up for air, however Sperm 

whales are rarely observed despite their 

enormous size, because they spend 90% of 

their lives far down where they can’t be seen 

in the cold waters of the deep. 

 

Whales breathe air just as all mammals do, are 

warm-blooded, nurse their young with milk 

from mammary glands, and even have body 

hair. They breathe via blowholes, but like all 

mammals, have lungs. 

On the other hand, sea snakes are air breathing 

reptiles and must come to the surface to 

breathe, like a whale would, however they can 

spend from 30 minutes to 2 hours diving 

between breaths because of two major 

adaptations that allows them to do this. They 

are among the most completely aquatic of all 

air-breathing vertebrates and most sea snakes 

give live birth to their offspring. Sea snakes 

would only have to bring their nostrils above 

the water to breathe so, really, they can 

breathe without being seen. 

In my humble opinion, the Alvin sighting 

doesn’t specifically rule out relict zeuglodons, 

giant eels or unidentified pinnipeds as other 

forms of sea monsters reported in sea serpent 

sightings, and anyway there also existed many 

species of plesiosaur that came in a number of 

shapes (including some elongated, serpentine 

forms), however this particular report definitely 

does lend credence to the idea of deep-sea 

dwelling surviving plesiosaurs when you 

consider that our planet is 70% salt water 

oceans (of which less than 10% of that space 

has been explored by humans) and that there 

are approximately 50,000 natural lakes and 165 

major rivers in the world. 

People have been reporting lake monsters and 

sea serpents for a very long time and that is 

because they still live among us. 

Your Chronicler, 

Sydney C. Squidney 
cryptidchronicles@hotmail.com 

Source Credit(s): Frontiers of Zoology: The 

Alvin Plesiosaur. Web. 21 Apr. 2013 

frontiersofzoology.blogspot.com/2013/04/the-

alvin-plesiosaur.html, 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DSV_Alvin,  

Plesiosaur illustration © Ramul 

ramul.deviantart.com/art/SS-Plesiosaur-

275735679. 

An additional website for information about 

Plesiosaurs... 

'The Plesiosaur Directory' 

http://plesiosauria.com/index.php 

The Mesozoic Era was the age of the reptiles. 

Dinosaurs dominated the land, pterosaurs patrolled 
the sky, and a spectacular variety of aquatic reptiles 

ruled the ocean. These extinct prehistoric marine 

reptiles came in all sorts of shapes and sizes but one 
of the most bizarre were the plesiosaurs. This website 

is dedicated to them and their close relatives. 

 

*** 

Known Fossil Sites in Australia 

1. Canning Basin 
Port Headland to Broome, then inland to the 

Calvert Range, across the Canning Stock 

Route; turn up to 19 degrees latitude north 

then west to the coast. 

2. Madura Basin 
This is a well known fossil region. The 

basin reaches from Mundrabilla in the west 

to Point Dover in the west, and north to 

31''50mins then east to 128''. Many people 

think that this area is 1 - 2 million years of 

age, but they are horribly wrong, as 

according to Dr Yvonne Bone, head of 

W.A. Department of Geology and 

Geophysics and University of Adelaide, an 

expert on marine deposits, the area is of 

Abrakurrie Limestone also the lowlands 

area is 20 - 30 million years old. 

3. The Murray Basin 
It does not matter where you go in the 

basin; find limestone and you will find 

plenty of marine fossils with a few land 

fossils for good measure. The basin extends 

from Menindee Lakes to Mildura to 

Beachport. 

4. The Flinders Plains 

This is a massive area of S.A. is bounded by 

the Flinders Range in the east, the W.A. 

border in the west, and the N.T. border in 

the north. In this area we have a diverse 

field in which we have opal fields 

containing Opalised Fossils and many 

species of Marine Fossils. In the northeast 

we have the Warburton River, Lake 

Kanunka, the lower Strzelecki Creek to 

Lake Pitikanta; this area has yielded many 

Marsupial Fossils in the 50s and still hold 

much more. Heading west we arrive at the 

Ediacara Range which is the only place in 

the world to have an era of time named after 

it. Heading north we enter the Musgrove 

Block which is hardened sandstone. Further 

south are the Breakaways with similar rock 

formation. Further west we come to the 

edge of the Eucla Basin and the beginning 

of the Nullabor Plain. 

5. Shark Bay, W.A. 
This area is known worldwide for its living 

Stromataloids which can be found in the 

shallow waters of the bay. There are also 

plenty of fossils to be found in the limestone 

of the coastal cliffs. 

6. The Emerald Region 
The Mackenzie river valley has several 

fields to search - some are on Aboriginal 

lands and require a permit before entering. 

Fossil One. 

*** 

Further, comprehensive, Australian fossil 

information can be found on the internet.... 

Australia: The Land Where Time Began - 

Fossil Sites (by State) Author: M. H. Monroe 

http://austhrutime.com/fossil_sites.htm 

 

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia. 
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